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OUT OF LINE: ON WEST BENGAL GOVERNOR'S VISIT TO 

VIOLENCE-HIT AREAS 
Governor Dhankhar’s visit to violence-hit areas is a breach of constitutional propriety 

There is little doubt that West Bengal Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar’s visit to areas hit by post-poll 

violence in Cooch Behar constitutes a grave transgression of the bounds of constitutional propriety. A 

habitual critic of the Mamata Banerjee regime, he has been given to ignoring the principle that 

constitutional heads should not air their differences with the elected regimes in public. As recently as 

December 2020, Ms. Banerjee had appealed to the President to recall the Governor for political 

statements that she believed were being made by him at the behest of the BJP-led Union government. 

One would have thought that a fresh election, in which Ms. Banerjee’s TMC has won a resounding victory, 

would be a reminder, if one was needed at all, that the norms of representative government ought to be a 

natural restraint on Mr. Dhankhar’s gubernatorial propensity to speak out of turn and step out of line. 

There was a time when another West Bengal Governor, Gopalkrishna Gandhi, came in for some 

criticism for setting aside the restraints of constitutional office by expressing “cold horror” at the police 

firing that left 14 protesters dead at Nandigram in 2007. Some may believe that the gubernatorial office 

ought not to be an impediment to the incumbent yielding to the moral urge to condemn incidents of rare 

enormity. Yet, the larger principle that the Governor should not offer public comment on situations best 

handled by the representative regime ought to hold good in all circumstances. In the case of Mr. 

Dhankhar, what worsens his persistent criticism of the TMC regime is the unfortunate congruency 

between his words and the interests of the BJP. His visit to Cooch Behar can be seen as an action louder 

even than his words in derogation of the elected regime. A visit to a scene of violence by the Governor 

cannot be justified as a gesture to show solidarity with victims. M. Channa Reddy, as Tamil Nadu 

Governor, shocked the AIADMK regime in 1993 by visiting the RSS headquarters in Chennai after a bomb 

exploded there. It may be argued that the present situation in West Bengal is different from those in 

which other Governors had shed the restraints of their office. Post-election violence is something that 

should not be witnessed at all in an electoral democracy. West Bengal is certainly out of step with the rest 

of the country in allowing post-poll celebrations to degenerate into triumphalism and attacks on the 

losing side. Yet, the onus is on Ms. Banerjee to restore order and end the violence, even if she believed 

that the extent of the violence was being exaggerated by the Opposition. Regardless of one’s view of a 

regime’s inaction, there should be no departure from the principle that any advice or warning the 

Governor wants to give to the elected government ought to be in private and in confidence. 

 

 out of line (phrase) – not in accordance with 

something (e.g. constitutional propriety); 

improper, incorrect, inappropriate. 

 violence-hit (adjective) – affected badly by 

violence. 

 breach (noun) – breaking, contravention, 

violation, non-compliance. 

 propriety (noun) – decorum, morality, 

rightness, correctness, appropriateness, good 

manners. 

 hit (verb) – affect badly, damage, have a 

negative impact on. 

 constitute (verb) – be equivalent to, be 

tantamount to, be regarded as. 

 grave (adjective) – serious, terrible, awful, 

dangerous. 

 transgression (noun) – infringement, 

contravention, breach, violation, 

overstepping. 

 bounds (noun) – limits, confines, restrictions, 

limitations. 

 habitual (adjective) – routine, regular, usual, 

normal. 

 critic (noun) – censurer, attacker, fault-finder. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 air (verb) – express, voice, make public, 

communicate. 

 difference (noun) – disagreement, difference 

of opinion, misunderstanding, dispute, 

argument. 

 in public (phrase) – publicly, openly, overtly. 

 appeal to (verb) – call on, plead with, ask, 

request. 

 recall (verb) – officially call back (someone). 

 behest (noun) – instruction, requirement, 

demand, wish/desire. 
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 resounding (adjective) – emphatic, 

enormous, huge, massive, very great, 

tremendous. 

 norms (noun) – standard, convention, 

guidelines, criterion. 

 representative government/representative 

democracy (noun) – a government where 

citizens elect people to represent them and 

make laws on their behalf, instead of always 

voting directly on laws and other government 

actions. 

 ought to (modal verb) – must, should. 

 restraint (noun) – restriction, limitation. 

 gubernatorial (adjective) – relating to a 

governor. 

 propensity (noun) – tendency, inclination, 

predisposition, readiness. 

 speak out of turn (phrase) – speak 

foolishly/unwisely; mess up, blunder. 

 step out of line (phrase) – behave 

improperly. 

 come in for (phrasal verb) – receive, 

experience, meet with, face, be subjected to. 

 set aside (phrasal verb) – overrule, reverse, 

revoke, nullify, annul, cancel, dismiss, reject. 

 cold (adjective) – unsympathetic, indifferent, 

unfeeling, unemotional. 

 horror (noun) – cruelty. 

 ought (not) to (modal verb) – must (not), 

should (not). 

 impediment (noun) – obstacle, barrier, 

obstruction, hindrance. 

 incumbent (noun) – the present holder or 

occupant of an office. 

 yield (verb) – give way to, accede to, submit 

to, agree to. 

 urge (noun) – desire/wish, need, impulse, 

compulsion. 

 condemn (verb) – censure, criticize, castigate; 

destine, damn. 

 enormity (noun) – immensity, vastness, 

massiveness, hugeness, seriousness. 

 hold good/hold true (phrase) – remain true; 

remain valid. 

 circumstances (noun) – situation, condition, 

context. 

 persistent (adjective) – continuous, constant, 

unending, unrelenting, unceasing. 

 congruency (noun) – congruence, 

compatibility, conformity, agreement, 

harmony. 

 derogation (noun) – an act of treating 

someone as insignificant (or of little worth); 

belittling, downgrading. 

 gesture (noun) – action, deed, move. 

 solidarity (noun) – unity, harmony, 

cooperation. 

 shed (verb) – discard, get rid of, do away 

with, dispose of. 

 certainly (adverb) – surely, definitely, 

unquestionably. 

 out of step (phrase) – at variance, in 

disagreement, out of line, at loggerheads, in 

opposition. 

 degenerate (verb) – get worse, decline, slide, 

deteriorate. 

 triumphalism (noun) – boastfulness, self-

assertion, self-satisfaction, excessive pride, 

extreme self-confidence, chutzpah, chest-

thumping, chest-beating; an attitude or a 

belief that a particular doctrine, religion, 

culture, social system is superior to and 

should triumph all over others. 

 onus (noun) – responsibility, duty; burden, 

liability, obligation. 

 exaggerate (verb) – overstate, 

overemphasize, amplify, inflate. 

 regardless of (phrase) – despite, 

notwithstanding, in spite of. 

 inaction (noun) – inactivity, negligence, 

disregard, apathy, laziness. 

 departure (noun) – deviation, change of 

direction, shift/change. 

********************************************************************************** 

CEASE THE FIRE: ON INDISCRIMINATE BOMBING OF 

CIVILIANS IN GAZA 
Israel’s right to defend itself does not extend to indiscriminate bombing of civilians in Gaza 

From Israeli armed forces storming Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque on Monday morning to Israel 

pounding Gaza with air strikes and artillery on Thursday night in response to the rocket firing by Hamas, 

the Israel-Palestine conflict has escalated dangerously within days. At least 119 Palestinians, including 31 

children, have been killed in Israeli attacks on Gaza since May 10, while nine people were killed in Israel in 

the rocket attacks, including an Indian national and a child. For now, both sides have refused to stand 
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down from the fighting despite international appeal. Israel cannot evade responsibility for the crisis 

engulfing the region. There was already resentment and frustration among the Palestinians in the 

occupied territories as Israel has expanded Jewish settlements and deepened occupation. Besides, Israel’s 

high-handedness in East Jerusalem and the move to evict Palestinian families from their homes in Sheikh 

Jarrah for Jewish settlers added to the anger, leading to clashes. Hamas, which claims to be the main 

national resistance force against the occupation, seized on the opportunity and escalated the crisis with 

rocket attacks. Israel has vowed to destroy Hamas’s militant infrastructure. But Israel knows that it is 

easier said than done. In 2014, Israel carried out a seven-week-long operation with the same objective. 

Seven years later, there is Hamas, firing over 1,800 rockets into Israel within five days.  

Beyond the rhetoric by both sides, this is a loss-loss situation in which the civilians are taken hostage. 

Hamas’s rockets do not distinguish between Israeli civilians and soldiers. While the Iron Dome defence 

system neutralised most of the rockets, some actually hit Israel’s population centres, killing civilians and 

raising concerns for the country’s rulers. Israel is in fact witnessing a twin crisis. While the conflict with 

Hamas is escalating into a land attack, Israeli cities are gripped by riots between Jewish vigilantes and 

Arab mobs. The riots prompted President Reuven Rivlin to evoke fears of a civil war and the government 

to declare a state of emergency in some locations, including the central city of Lod. This is the most 

serious law and order crisis Israel is facing internally since the second intifada of 2000. In return, Israel has 

pulverised Gaza, inflicting a heavy casualty on the impoverished region’s population. The high casualty of 

children points to the collective punishment approach of the Israeli military. Israel’s right to defend itself, 

which the U.S. and Germany have endorsed, cannot be the right to launch an indiscriminate bombing on 

the civilians of Gaza. The international community, especially the U.S. which is a close ally of Israel, should 

put pressure on both sides to cease the fire. They should do it sooner rather than later as every day, 

dozens are being killed in the bombings. 

 

 cease (verb) – end, halt, stop. 

 fire (noun) – gunfire, firing, bombing, 

bombardment. 

 ceasefire (noun) – a negotiated agreement 

that will be accompanied by other associated 

commitments to de-escalate the fighting; a 

temporary stoppage of war, truce, armistice. 

 indiscriminate (adjective) – thoughtless, 

careless, casual, aimless. 

 civilian (noun) – non-military person, 

ordinary citizen. 

 Gaza (noun) – a Palestinian city in the Gaza 

Strip. Gaza Strip is a self-governing Palestinian 

territory surrounded by the Mediterranean 

Sea, Israel and Egypt. 

 storm (verb) – (of armed forces) suddenly 

attack and capture a building/place forcefully. 

 Jerusalem (proper noun) – a city in Western 

Asia; Jerusalem is home to major religious 

sites sacred to Jews, Christians, and Muslims. 

It is the religious and historical epicenter of 

the world. Both Israel and the Palestinian 

Authority claim Jerusalem as their capital, 

however, either claim is not widely 

recognized internationally. The United States 

has recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 

 pound (verb) – bombard, bomb, shell, attack. 

 strike (verb) – attack, air strike, air attack, 

assault, bombing.  

 artillery (noun) – a military branch that uses 

big guns, heavy weapons, cannons. 

 Hamas (noun) – Hamas is an Islamist militant 

group based in Gaza. It won the legislative 

elections in 2006 to reinforce its power in 

Gaza Strip. Hamas (particularly its military 

wing) is designated a terrorist group by Israel, 

the United States, European Union and the 

United Kingdom, as well as other powers. Its 

name is an Arabic acronym for the Islamic 

Resistance Movement. It formed in 1987 as a 

“resistance” group, pledging to destroy Israel 

and replace it with an all-Palestinian state. 

Hamas originally had a dual purpose of 

carrying out an armed struggle against Israel 

– led by its military wing, – and delivering 

social welfare programmes in Gaza Strip. 

 escalate (verb) – increase, heighten, intensify; 

become serious. 

 for now (phrase) – for the time being, for the 

present, for the moment. 

 stand down (phrasal verb) – to withdraw or 

remove from active duty/job; give up; leave, 

quit/resign, step down. 

 appeal (noun) – plea, earnest request, urgent 

request, entreaty. 

 evade (verb) – avoid, dodge, elude, escape. 

 engulf (verb) – overwhelm, swamp, overtake, 

affect something completely. 
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 resentment (noun) – bitterness, indignation, 

irritation, enmity, hatred/hate. 

 frustration (noun) – disappointment, 

annoyance/irritation, dissatisfaction. 

 territory (noun) – sphere, arena, domain. 

 settlement (noun) – an uninhabited place 

where people established a 

community/colony. 

 deepen (verb) – intensify, strengthen, 

escalate. 

 occupation (noun) – invasion, seizure, 

takeover, annexation. 

 besides (preposition/linking adverb) – in 

addition to, as well, apart from. 

 high-handedness (noun) – heavy-

handedness, autocracy, absolute power, 

totalitarianism. 

 add to (phrasal verb) – increase, intensify, 

deepen, escalate. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring about, 

call forth, give rise to, produce. 

 seize on (phrasal verb) – to take an 

opportunity decisively. 

 vow (verb) – swear, pledge, promise, affirm. 

 militant (noun) – fanatic, extremist, radical, 

sectarian/partisan. 

 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or 

organisational structure for something (to 

function properly).   

 be easier said than done (phrase) – used to 

say that something sounds like a good idea in 

theory, but it would be very difficult to do. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 

execute. 

 objective (noun) – aim, intention, purpose, 

target, goal. 

 rhetoric (noun) – the art of speaking or 

writing effectively & persuasively or 

impressively (but, often lacking substance); 

bombast, loftiness, hyperbole/extravagant 

language. 

 lose-lose game/situation (noun) – a situation 

in which each party could end up as losers in 

the event of a conflict. 

 take/hold hostage (phrase) – to keep 

someone as a hostage. 

 distinguish (verb) – differentiate, separate, 

set apart, make different. 

 Iron Dome defence system (noun) – Iron 

Dome is a multi-mission system capable of 

intercepting (stopping/obstructing) rockets, 

artillery, mortars and Precision Guided 

Munitions like very short-range air defence 

(V-SHORAD) systems as well as aircraft, 

helicopters and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 

(UAV) over short ranges of up to 70 km. It is 

an all-weather system and can engage 

multiple targets simultaneously and can be 

deployed over land and sea. 

 neutralise (verb) – eliminate, cancel out, 

invalidate; counteract, counterbalance. 

 grip (verb) – afflict, affect, take over, beset, 

torment. 

 vigilante (noun) – a member of the self-

appointed group which unofficially punishing 

crimes. 

 mob (noun) – a large, disorganized, and often 

violent crowd of people. 

 prompt (verb) – cause, bring about, produce, 

bring on. 

 evoke (verb) – invoke, induce, kindle, 

stimulate, stir up. 

 civil war (noun) – a war between organized 

groups within the same state or country. 

 law and order (phrase) – lawfulness, 

peacefulness, goodwill, cordiality, non-

aggression. 

 intifada (noun) – Arabic Word; an uprising of 

Palestinians against Israeli occupation of the 

West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

 pulverise (verb) – defeat utterly, annihilate, 

crush/vanquish. 

 inflict on (verb) – cause, impose, administer, 

deal out, mete out.  

 casualty (noun) – victim, fatality, mortality 

(people killed in a war). 

 impoverished (adjective) – weakened, 

exhausted, drained, diminished, depleted; 

poor, poverty-stricken, penniless, destitute, 

needy. 

 point to (verb) – indicate, suggest, denote. 

 endorse (verb) – uphold, support, ratify, 

approve, justify. 

 ally (noun) – a country that has strategic 

partnership with another country. 

 keep/put pressure on (phrase) – to try to 

influence/persuade someone to do 

something in a certain method. 

 sooner rather than later (phrase) – soon, 

immediately, without delay.  
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